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In the first part of this article ancient words of Joel in their personalities would merge and September 9, 2021 for 
series, we explored some of the midst. become integrated; any given Mark Stephen White, born 


Once we can discern the truth of 
the Holy Spirit being "poured out" 
on and dwelling in us, we can 
perhaps begin to determine how we 
experience and express 
having Christ in us in 
this manner. One of the 
things Jesus did during 
his time on earth was 
establish and exhibit, 
through word and deed, 
the full nature of God as 
described through the 
qualities and interrela- 
tionship of the Father, 


implications of being "in Christ," 
and what that can mean for our 
understanding of the Christian life. 
Being in Christ can refer to an 
immersion in the 
reality of redemption 
provided by Jesus. It 
could be described as a 
kind of positional or 
relational status with 
regard to our ultimate 
identity before God 
and can also refer to 
how our perspectives 
and understandings are 


symbiont may have previously 
undergone such an operation multi- 
ple times if they end up outliving 
their hosts. This process allows the 
host and symbiont to engage in a 
supremely intimate and mutually 
beneficial relationship in which the 
host provides a means of mobility 
and direct engagement with other 
individuals, and all the symbiont's 
previous knowledge, memories, 
and experiences contribute to the 
current host's continued growth as 
a person. 

Even with all the preparation 


January 9, 1957. 

He was preceded in 
death by his dad Jesse and 
his brother Paul. 

He leaves behind his 
mom, Polly, brothers 
Stanley and David, as 
well as many loving 
relatives and friends. 

Mark attended school 
in Homestead Florida. 

He was a carpenter by trade, but adept at welding and 
other trades. 

He was a very humble, kind-hearted soul, always 


modified or enhanced Vincer EV M hb the Son, and the Spirit. that hosts endure before joining, it ready to lend a helping hand when needed. And he 
by that position or A mais: urn In various instances, is not unexpected that a Trill would | had a wonderful wry sense of humor. 
relationship. Niennonite Chur Jesus affirmed that they still find it challenging at times to He loved playing music with his brothers and 


We also noted that 
there appears to be 
some direct correlation 
between being in 
Christ and the con- 
dition of having "Christ 


cope with the reality of having 
someone, a separate entity, living 
inside, altering the essence of their 
being. As Jadzia Dax, a prominent 
joined Trill serving aboard the 
titular space station, explained to 


maternal grandmom, who was instrumental in teaching 
the love of music, especially country and bluegrass. 
He also loved the outdoors, fishing and hunting 
with family and friends on many trips. 
He was an organ donar and became a recipient in 
2000 in Miami, Florida. We were blessed to have 21 


in you." From this, we 
may gather that the 
complete experience of 
a believer seems to 
consist both of being 
fully immersed in 
Christ and also having 
Christ inhabiting or 
occupying us. These 
appear to be two facets 


of a harmonious, 
cohesive, and singular spiritual 
state of being. 

A review of scripture shows an 
ongoing theme throughout the 

entire text that emanates from the 
notion of spiritual inhabitation, a 
kind of merging of physical and 
metaphysical components within 
an individual. From what we can 
gather, spiritual indwelling or 
residing seems to refer to an occur- 
rence or circumstance beyond the 
baseline assumption, whereby an 
additional spiritual entity or entities 
are somehow incorporated. 

The Old Testament includes a 
number of references to this 
spiritual commingling at the human 
level. Based on the various narra- 


are all one yet perform somewhat 
different roles (Matthew 10:20, 
John 10:30, John 17:20-22). 

This is reiterated throughout 
many of the post-Gospel writings 
(Romans 8:9-11, Galatians 2:20, 

2 Corinthians 13:5, among others) 
such that we have developed the 
rationale that maintains that to have 
Christ in us is to have the Spirit of 
God that the Son asked the Father 
to send in his name (John 14:16- 
17). If we acknowledge the reality 
of this spiritual fusion and sur- 
render to its consequences, we can 
perhaps begin to gain insight into 
the blessing of submitting our will 
to God's will. 

The Holy Spirit's aim in inhab- 


another, unjoined Trill in one 
episode: "I'm nothing like I 
expected. Life after life, with each 
new personality stampeding around 
in your head, you get desires that 
scare you, dreams that used to 
belong to someone else. I wouldn't 
recommend it for everyone but in 
time I might recommend it for you. 
When you're ready." 

How many believers can say 
they were adequately prepared for 
the reality of being "joined" with a 
powerful living being, intent on 
inhabiting their body and melding 
with their mind and spirit? How 
many believers, even after years of 
claiming the Christian experience, 
only minimally acknowledge that 
reality? Though we clearly depend 
on the Spirit within for our new life 
in Christ, one might balk at the 
notion that God would rely on any 
kind of "symbiosis" or mutually 
dependent relationship with his 
creation. It may be helpful to 
consider that while God does not 
literally "need" us in any sense of 
survival — he is of course com- 
pletely self-sufficient — the scrip- 


more years with his presence. 


Tenacious to the end, he didn’t give up easily on a 
job nor on life. You could see him with his Lil Dog 


Lady wherever he went. 


A private service will be held at a later date 
according to family whishes. Beggs Funeral Home is 


assisting the family. 


In liew of contributions, please consider being an 


organ donor. 


Alejandrina Gamez 


Alejandrina Gamez, 
a beloved wife, mother, 
grandmother, and 
cherished friend, was 
called home into the 
loving embrace of our 
Father on September 18, 
2021 at the tender old age 
of 105. 

Alejandrina was a 
native of Mexico born in 
the town of Ojo de Agua 
in 1916 to parents Sabino 
Ruiz and Feliciana 
Hernandez, and was 


raised alongside her brothers and two sisters, Irene and 
Cirila, by their grandfather Benancio Hernandez. 

She is preceded in death by her family of 
orientation, as well as her husband, Yldefonso Gamez, 
and her children Petronila, Inocencio, Toribia, Juanita, 
and Jose Eulalio. 

Her legacy continues on through her children Lucas 
Gamez, Maria Esther Gaure, Guadalupe Gaure, Jose 
Angel Gamez, and Juanita Gamez Salinas, as well as 
her loving in-laws, 23 grandchildren, 66 great-grand- 
children, 47 great-great-grandchildren, 2 great-great- 
great-grandchildren, and extended family. 

To support and provide for her family, Alejandrina 
worked tirelessly in the fields of Florida, Ohio, 
Michigan, and various other states beside her husband 
for many years. She established many great friend- 
ships while doing so, and enjoyed picking all kinds of 
fruits and vegetables, including strawberries, tomatoes, 
cherries, oranges, and okra. 

In her previous years, she enjoyed making tortillas 
and cooking some of her favorite traditional Mexican 
dishes, such as sopa de fideo, caldo de res, asado, 
chicharrones, mole, and tamales. She also enjoyed 
knitting, sharing stories and instilling values in her 
children and grandchildren, and sitting among the 
good company and laughter of treasured family and 
friends. 

As a longtime U.S. citizen and resident of 
Homestead, FL, she is loved and remembered by 
many in the community, near and far. For friends and 
acquaintances, she is remembered as being a woman 
of great faith, tenacity, and wit. For family and those 
closest to her, she will be remembered most for her 
nurturing, relentless, and loving heart. 

Though it hurt our hearts the moment yours stopped 
beating, we know you are now in the presence of our 
Divine Creator and walk on streets of gold with the 


tures do indicate that he derives 
great satisfaction from being able 
to use us for his own good pleasure 
(Ephesians 1:5, 9; Philippians 2:13; 
Revelation 4:11). 

Having Christ in us — whether 
that be described as the Spirit of 
God, the Spirit of Christ, or the 
Holy Spirit — means, among many 
things, being moved and influenced 
by the same concerns, passions, 
desires, and goals as Jesus himself 
as we work to integrate, on a super- 
natural level, the life that has been 
implanted into our very beings. 
This is "the mystery that is Christ 
in you, the hope of glory" 
(Colossians 1:27), which speaks 
about the blessedness we are 
assured will manifest as we strive 
to fulfill our purpose of sharing and 
spreading the promise of redemp- 
tion expressed through the gospel, 
facilitated by the symbiotic synergy 
we enjoy with the Spirit that 
inhabits and enables us. 


tives, the Holy Spirit or Spirit of 
God visited and spoke to specific 
individuals at various times and 
also "came upon" or resided in 
certain people as well (Numbers 
27:18, Judges 3:10, 1 Samuel 
10:9-10). Just as clearly, there are 
instances of the Spirit removing 
himself from someone's being or 
life (1 Samuel 16:14). Propheti- 
cally, there was also the assurance 
that at some point, God's Spirit 
would inhabit all believers (Joel 
2:28). 

We see the beginning of the 
fulfillment of this in the New 
Testament during the most 
significant recorded observance of 
the Feast of Weeks, when the Holy 
Spirit manifested rather dramati- 
cally in the presence of the 
disciples and Jewish pilgrims in 
Jerusalem — the event typically 
referred to as Pentecost. The apos- 
tle Peter himself asserted that this 
was indeed the realization of the 


iting our personal being and life is 
not to dominate or overpower our 
will, but rather to have us enter into 
a kind of spiritual symbiosis and 
synergy with the Spirit of Christ, 
where we share holy desires and 
dreams and enjoy bestowed 
wisdom and experience, striving to 
become the best possible version of 
ourselves as we also strive to serve 
others and extend the message of 
redemption through Jesus. 

In the "Star Trek" television 
series spin-off "Deep Space 9," 
select members of a species of 
humanoid aliens called Trill live in 
symbiotic relationship with long- 
lived "sentient vermiform" entities. 
After much counseling, training, 
and testing on the part of a host 
candidate, a worm-like "symbiont," 
as it is called, would be surgically 
implanted within the Trill host and 
they would undergo a process 
known as "joining," where their 
physiologies, consciousnesses, and 


OBITUARY 
Martha Raye Bryant Lovell 


Martha Raye Bryant Lovell, known by family as 
“Mimi,” passed away unexpectedly on September 14, 
2021, at the age of 84. 

Martha was born in Homestead, FL on May 1, 1937 to 
the late Roland and Raye (Catoe) Bryant. She lived in 
Princeton, Florida her entire life. Her family roots were in 
farming. The Bryant and Catoe families moved from 


Danny Cash Sr. 


Danny Cash Sr. 
sadly passed away 
Saturday, September 
4, 2021 at his home 
surrounded by his 
loving family. 

He was born 


October 27,1947 to Georgia to South Florida in the early 1930’s and were many family members and friends we have lost along 
Lloyd and Jonny among the first to farm in Homestead. Their tomato pack- the way. Gray hair is a crown of glory; it is gained in a 
Cash of ing house (B & L Farms) still stands in Princeton today. righteous life. May the 105 years you spent on this 


Earth be a testament to this and to all. Well done, good 
and faithful servant. You are now at peace. We love 


Homestead, F1. 
His grandparents 


Martha volunteered for many years at Princeton 
Christian School and later worked in Human Resources at 


Bob and Lou Harris Homestead City Hall. She loved her work with the City and | you so much, sweet angel. Always and forever. 
were settlers of devoted herself to the employees. She was a proud union A memorial service will be held in honor of 
Cardsound Rd. organizer and member who worked tirelessly to advocate Alejandrina Gamez at Caballero Rivero Palms 


Woodlawn on Tuesday, September 28, 2021 from 
6-11 pm. 

A memorial mass will be held at St. Martin de 
Porres Catholic Church on Wednesday, September 29, 
2021 at 10 am, followed by the burial service at 
Caballero Rivero Palms Woodlawn at 11 am. 

The family welcomes and appreciates your prayers 
during this time. 


He was preceeded in death by his loving wife 
of 40 years, Joan and his youngest son Aaron, as 
well as his father Lloyd and sister Sharon. 

He is survived by his loving mother Jonny 
and sister Connie Cash, sons Danny and Clint, 
daughter Beth Gilbert. Grandchildren Jenna, 
Logan, Isabel, Colby, Raylin and Benjamin. 
And great-grandchildren Giana and Jayla. 

He will be deeply missed! 


for the rights and benefits of workers. 

While her work brought her great happiness and lifetime 
friends, the greatest joy in Martha’s life was her family. 
Most close to her heart were her daughter Peggy (husband 
David Zamos) and her two grandsons Graham Webster 
(wife Aubrey) and Dylan Zamos and her little dog Babe. 

Martha was blessed by a large family and many friends 
who cherished her spirit, She will be forever remembered 
for her kindness and sweet nature. She was always there to 
offer her support and love. 

Martha was laid to rest beside her parents in Palms 
Woodlawn Cemetery in Homestead. On her final journey 
she was escorted by the Homestead Police Department as a 
tribute to her devotion to this community. She will be 
deeply missed by all who knew her and will always be in 
our hearts. We love you and miss you dear Mimi. 

We invite friends and family to share a memory at 
Branam Funeral Home’s website: https://www.memori- 
alplan.net/obituaries. 


LESLI BURKHEAD 


Temple Hatikvah 
Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE.8th St., Homestead 


For information please call 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com. 

Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 
305-245-231 | 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 


Realtor that will work hard for you FOR THE BEST 


RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 
BEST! i 


when youre buying or selling! 
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